
THE	MAJOR	WORK	OF	MATHEMATICS	FOR	GRADES	5–8

These	topics	are	generally	considered	the	major	work	of	middle	school	and	necessary	for	success	in	algebra	and	beyond.1	All	topics	are
included	in	MathLinks:	Essentials	(Main	Course	Units	or	Small	Bite	Options)	unless	otherwise	noted.

THE	MAJOR	WORK	OF	THE	GRADE

Grade	5 Grade	6 Grade	7 Grade	8

	 ratio	concepts
rates proportional	relationships linear	functions

decimal	operations
fraction	operations

fraction	division
signed	number	concepts signed	number	operations radicals2

exponents2

	 simple	expressions
"1-step"	equations

more	expressions
"2-step"	equations

"multi-step"	equations
linear	systems	of	equations

volume2 	 	 Pythagorean	theorem2

Transformations3

NOTES

1.	 Adapted	from	the	Common	Core	State	Standards	in	Mathematics	and	Achieve	the	Core	documents.
2.	 Included	in	MathLinks:	Essentials	(Small	Bite	Options)	only.
3.	 Not	included	in	MathLinks:	Essentials.	Lessons	are	available	upon	request.
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